
I-Corps@Ohio Partners with the Ohio Federal Research Network: Announces 
Teams for Pilot Program to Accelerate Ohio Technologies to Market 

Columbus, Ohio - I-Corps@Ohio is excited to announce that they are collaborating with the 
Ohio Federal Research Network (OFRN). The OFRN funds research teams at Ohio’s top 
research universities to catalyze innovation and create new products and technology.  

On behalf of I-Corps@Ohio, the Technology Entrepreneurship and Commercialization (TEC) 
Institute at The Ohio State University will design and administer a custom lean startup training 
program for the qualified research teams. The new 14-week, state-wide program will train 
participating teams comprised of research faculty, graduate students, and industry representatives 
how to rapidly evaluate the commercial potential of their innovative technologies following 
advanced principles of technology entrepreneurship. The goal of I-Corps@Ohio is to bridge the 
gap between academia and industry, while training faculty and students in entrepreneurship and 
innovation. The pilot training program advances the translation of fundamental research into 
innovative products that drive scalable business models. During the program, participants will 
utilize the Lean Startup/Customer Discovery curriculum developed by the National Science 
Foundation, which has proven to lead to improved commercial outcomes. 

The eight projects selected for the pilot program, along with the lead investigator and his or her 
institution consist of the following. 

1. Dr. Priyanka Bhattacharya, University of Dayton: developing a next generation Lithium 
Sulfur Battery that is safe, has a long life cycle, and has high energy density. 

2. Dr. Mohammad Elahinia, University of Toledo: developing long-lasting patient-specific 
implants to eliminate any necessary revision surgeries. 

3. Dr. Fang Luo, The Ohio State University: developing a modularized, high-efficiency, 
cost-effective, compact inverter (MHCCI) that can achieve high power density and high-
efficiency at a reasonable cost. 

4. Dr. James McGuffin-Cawley, Case Western Reserve University: developing a laser hot-
wire technology as a high throughput metal additive for manufacturing. 

5. Dr. Vikas Prakash, Case Western Reserve University: developing a high-performance 
multifunctional structural energy storage for defense and space platforms that will lessen 
the weight of aircrafts and widen the range of next generation electric systems. 

6. Dr. David Gross, Wright State University: focusing on the end-to-end testing of 
autonomous systems for military and civilian applications. 

7. Dr. Zhiqiang Wu, Wright State University: developing intelligent channel spacing which 
focuses on cyber-secure, high capacity, resilient space, and aerial communication 
networks which leverage cognitive communication and machine learning techniques to 
adapt to the rapidly changing environment.  

8. Dr. Yu Zhu, University of Akron: developing cross-linked polymer binders for 
electrochemical energy storage devices that will improve performance and lower battery 
cost on the market. 



The I-Corps@Ohio program and the OFRN pilot are led by director Dr. S. Michael Camp, who 
also is the founder and executive director of the TEC Institute. “Despite being a pilot program, 
these are some of the more talented teams and commercially viable early-stage concepts that we 
have evaluated,” says Camp. “We anticipate a number of these projects to demonstrate strong 
commercial potential before the pilot program is completed.” 

About I-Corps@Ohio 

I-Corps@Ohio is a statewide program developed to assist faculty, staff, and students from 
Ohio universities, colleges, and community colleges in validating the market potential of 
technologies and launching start-up companies. I-Corps@Ohio is modeled after the National 
Science Foundation’s (NSF) successful I-Corps (Innovation Corps) program, which is proven 
to increase innovation, entrepreneurship, and industry collaboration. The I-Corps@Ohio 
program incorporates lean launchpads, customer discovery, and business model innovation 
methodologies to assess technologies and to enhance the business acumen and networks of 
research faculty and students across the state. The long-term objective is to drive sustainable 
technology-based, entrepreneurial economic development in Ohio. 

The primary goal of the I-Corps@Ohio program is to advance the translation of fundamental 
research to innovative products and services that drive scalable business models that serve as 
the basis for startup companies. Furthermore, the program recognizes that these new ventures 
must be of sufficient merit in order to attract subsequent third party funding, encourage 
collaboration between academia and industry, and train students and faculty in the practice of 
innovation and entrepreneurship. 
 
About the Ohio Federal Research Network 

The purpose of the Ohio Federal Research Network (OFRN) is to organize and resource 
collaborative research initiatives within the University System of Ohio that align with and 
support priority mission requirements at Ohio’s four federal labs (AFRL, NAMRU-D, NASA 
GRC, NASIC) to grow our research talent base, attract outside public and private investment, 
and retain and create new jobs in Ohio. Central to this mission are our Centers of Excellence 
(COE). Six COEs have been established to date, and funding allocated for aligned research 
projects with high commercialization potential.  
 
For More Information 

For more information or to discuss this release, please contact: 

Dr. S. Michael Camp 
Founder and Executive Director, The TEC Institute 
Program Director, I-Corps@Ohio 
The Ohio State University, 256 Mason Hall, Columbus, Ohio 43210 
614-292-4085, camp.1@osu.edu 

 


